Report of the 6th Pan-African Universities Debate Championship (PAUDC) Nigeria Held at the University of Calabar, Cross River State
The 6th Edition of the annual Pan-African Universities Debating Championship was hosted by Nigeria for the first time. The event which was held between 1st and 7th December 2013 has other countries like Botswana, Namibia, Cameroon, Ghana, South Africa, Tanzania and Zimbabwe participating.

The objectives of the Championship are as follows:-

i. Provide a platform for University students in Africa to interrogate contemporary continental and global challenges and offer alternative ideas on their resolution through robust engagement in healthy intellectual competitions;

ii. To bring together University students from across Africa to engage in competitive debating that will enhance their critical thinking and foster key leadership skills;

iii. To create a forum through which the general African citizenry can be exposed to new ideas, discuss topical issues and thus be challenged to think critically;

iv. To build a culture of debate that extends from the Universities to schools, penetrating all segments of the African society;

v. To develop structures that spread, support and encourage debate throughout Africa, acting as an impetus for the development of debating in Africa by incentivising debaters to represent Universities and countries at accessible but prestigious international competition;

vi. To empower students to play active role in facilitating dialogue on the various social and political issues of their communities and contribute meaningfully to the perennial and global search for peace, security and development.

One hundred and seventy two debaters and adjudicators, drawn from 20 Universities across 8 African countries including Nigeria participated in the Championship. 20 countries had been invited but only 8 of these countries participated. Two of the adjudicators came from Australia. The remaining adjudicators were drawn from Nigeria, Botswana, Cameroon, Ghana, Namibia, Tanzania, South Africa and Zimbabwe. Out of the 172 debaters and adjudicators, 79 came from outside Nigeria.
The theme of the Championship is, “Conflict, Insecurity and Good Governance in Africa.” The issue of corruption as the root cause of conflict insecurity and lack of good governance in African countries was thoroughly and skilfully debated by the students.

The competition was divided into two categories namely:-
a) Debate; and 

b) Public speaking.

Sadly enough, no Nigerian won a trophy in the debating championship. The first position in that category went to the University of Cape Town while the second and third positions went to the University of Botswana. The fourth position went to Tswane University of Science and Technology, South Africa. It was in the Public Speaking segment that University of Calabar came second in tie with Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology Ghana.

A short lecture was delivered at the closing ceremony by Mr Mohammed Ashiru Baba, a Deputy Director in the ICPC, during which the students asked questions about the Commission and the fight against corruption in Nigeria generally. 

ICPC also staged an exhibition of IEC materials and some of these materials were distributed to the participants according to Universities.

The University of Ghana was unanimously voted as the next host of the PAUDC in 2015.
